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AADI, Rajesh
Institution: Ludovika — University of Public Service, Hungary
Country of origin: Hungary

Email: nayyaraadi@gmail.com

Indian Strategic Engagements with Egypt, with a focus on Indian Foreign Policy and

Security Interests in the Mediterranean Region

Indian strategic and security interests with Egypt have increased over the years, which reflect
India’s growing interests beyond the sub-continent and the Indian Ocean region, in line with
New Delhi’s increasing global aspirations and geo-political interest.

Historically, India and Egypt have shared a strong relationship. During their pre-colonial and
colonial past and since independence, the nations have strengthened and matured their bilateral
relations, co-shared the leadership of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), and advocated for
South-South cooperation.

Since India's economic and military rise, its interests and ambitions have increased from
advocacy for the global south to hard military and economic power protection, strategic
competition, and collaborations with other major powers. Egypt, which is a key regional power
and at the crossroads of Africa and the Middle East has attracted Indian interests.

Egypt has a role in India’s broader security in the Mediterranean region, which includes
protecting sea lines of communication (SLOCs), energy security, regional stability, anti-piracy,
and maritime security issues. India has also emerged as a major trade partner for Egypt and the
two nations have increased their defense collaborations, anti-terrorism efforts, and political
connections.

India’s diplomatic and strategic outreach to the wider Mediterranean region is also a reflection
of the growing geopolitical rivalries in the region and an attempt to counter its key strategic
challenges from its rival powers such as China and Tiirkiye and the paper will attempt to

understand Egypt’s role in the Indian wider Mediterranean strategy.

Keywords: India, Middle East, Egypt, Mediterranean, Security Interests




V. Dialogue and Conflicts in the Euro-Mediterranean Region
V. Parbeszéd és konfliktusok az Euro-Mediterran térségben konferencia

ABAGARO, Galgallo
Institution: Ludovika — University of Public Service, Hungary
Country of origin: Kenya

Email: abagaro.g@gmail.com

The African Model Anti-Terrorism Law: Adoption and Challenges

The African Union (AU) Model Anti-Terrorism Law offers an important framework for African
nations in their battle against terrorism, fostering regional collaboration and alignment with
international legal norms. This proposed presentation examines how four diverse countries—
Tunisia, South Africa, Kenya, and Nigeria—have adopted and implemented the AU Model Law,
each confronting unique terrorism challenges. The Model Law aims to harmonize national legal
systems, combat the funding of terrorism, and uphold human rights, although its application
varies widely across the continent. For instance, in Tunisia, following its revolution, there has
been a rapid modernization of counterterrorism laws, though the nation struggles to protect
democratic freedoms. South Africa has established longstanding legal measures against
terrorism but faces deficiencies in enforcement and financial oversight. Kenya’s legal
framework is significantly shaped by ongoing threats from Al-Shabaab, reflecting its strategic
role in regional counterterrorism efforts. Meanwhile, Nigeria continues to confront formidable
challenges posed by Boko Haram and ISIS affiliates, affecting its legal and institutional
responses. By analysing these case studies, the presentation will shed light on the roles of
regional cooperation, legal standardization, and localized implementation in enhancing
counterterrorism effectiveness in Africa. It will also underscore the necessity of balancing
security and human rights and addressing institutional capacity shortfalls in enforcing
counterterrorism laws. Ultimately, the discussion aims to deepen the understanding of how
African nations can refine their legal and operational approaches to address the evolving

terrorism landscape.

Keywords: African Union (AU) Model Anti-Terrorism Law, Terrorism, Counterterrorism,

Regional Cooperation, Human Rights and Security
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ALMASSRI, Juliana
Institution: Ludovika — University of Public Service, Hungary
Country of origin: Palestine

Email: julianaalmassri94@gmail.com

The Beginning of the Seventh of October

This study investigates the transformative impact of the Seventh of October on modern
geopolitical and humanitarian landscapes, focusing on its role in shaping regional dynamics,
international relations, and the Palestinian issue. The research assesses the immediate effects
and long-term implications of this pivotal date through a multidimensional analysis,
considering political, military, economic, and social factors. By doing so, it seeks to understand
how this event has redefined concepts of power, resilience, and vulnerability within the broader
context of the Palestinian struggle and Middle Eastern geopolitics.

This analysis reveals how the Seventh of October has influenced alliances, intensified
humanitarian crises, and spurred shifts in global approaches to conflict and diplomacy within
the region. The findings offer insights into evolving international diplomatic strategies, the
framework for humanitarian interventions, and the prospects for conflict resolution in an
increasingly complex landscape. The research underscores the significance of understanding
these shifts to enhance future approaches toward sustainable peace in the Middle East and to
inform global frameworks for managing regional conflicts.

By providing a nuanced and multifaceted examination, this study contributes to an enriched
understanding of the intricate factors underlying the Palestinian struggle and Middle Eastern
conflict. It also seeks to advance discussions on the global implications of such events for

conflict management, humanitarian response, and diplomacy.

Keywords: Palestinian Issue, Seventh of October, Geopolitical Impact, Humanitarian Crisis,

Middle Eastern Conflict
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BALINT, Aron
Intézmény: Nemzeti Kozszolgalati Egyetem, Magyarorszag
Szarmazasi orszag: Magyarorszag

Email: balint.aron@stud.uni-nke.hu

Olaszorszag szerepvallalasa a nemzetkozi békemiiveletekben

A modern nemzetkdzi békemiiveletek az 1948-as UNTSO-val (United Nations Truce
Supervision Organization) kezdédtek, az ENSZ keretében. A hideghabora végéig mar jelentds
fejlédésen mentek keresztiil ezen miiveletek, azonban az igazi reformot Boutros Boutros-Ghali
volt ENSZ fotitkar 1992-es An Agenda for Peace cimii jelentése jelentette. A jelentés bevezetett
Uuj békemiivelet-tipusokat, amik a NATO ¢és alig egy évtizeddel késébb az EU
valsagkezelésének is alapjait jelentették.

Olaszorszag egy jelentés kozéphatalomként definidlja Onmagat, amibdl kiil- és
biztonsagpolitikdjanak egyik alapvetd jellemzdje is kovetkezik: az aktiv nemzetkdzi
szerepvallalas. Nemcsak szdmos szervezetnek és nemzetkdzi forumnak tagja az orszag, de mas
orszagokkal vald biztonsag- €s védelempolitikai egyiittmiikodésekben és szamos nemzetkozi
valsagkezeld miiveletben is részt vesz, melyek révén jelentés mértékben hozzajarul a
nemzetkdzi béke, biztonsag és stabilitds megteremtéséhez. Eveken keresztiil kozel 10 ezer olasz
katona, rendodr ¢€s civil szakértd vett részt nemzetkozi missziokban és miiveletekben, azonban
az Ukrajna elleni 2022-es orosz invazio €s a tovabbi orosz agresszio elrettentésére, illetve az
ellene valdo védelemre hozott intézkedések kovetkeztében sziikségessé valt a misszids
keretlétszam megemelése 12 ezer fOre.

2024-ben Olaszorszag kozel 12 ezer katonat, renddrt és szakembert kiildott Osszesen 34
nemzetkdzi misszidba és miiveletbe. Ezek jelentds része a valsagokban gazdag Mediterraneum
térségében zajlanak, vagyis — az olasz, kibdvitett értelmezést hasznalva — Eurdpdban, a

Foldkozi-tengeren, a Szahel-Ovezetig tartd Afrikdban és a Kozel-Keleten.

Kulcsszavak: Olaszorszag, Békemiiveletek, Eurdpai Unio, NATO, Mediterraneum
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BALOGH, Péter

Institution: University of Szeged, Hungary
Country of origin: Hungary

Email: baloghp@socio.u-szeged.hu

Asymmetric Terrorist Threat of the Euro-Mediterranean Region — Regional Security

Complex in the New Millennium

In this presentation we introduce key findings from our research on the patterns and evolution
of asymmetric operational forms of terrorist threats in the New Millennium. The first section
outlines a conceptual framework deemed essential for understanding the complex security
threats posed by recent conflicts. Building on perspectives from asymmetric warfare, we present
theoretical insights on terrorism and draw from the sectoral theory of security, emphasizing the
concept of regional security complexes. A central research focus examines whether terrorist
threats significantly impact the regional security sphere. This conceptual framework is followed
by an exploration of the operational basis for the study, defining and analyzing the forms and
implications of network asymmetry, a critical element in this approach.

Methodologically, the study adopts a quantitative approach based on secondary data analysis
using a customized version of the Global Terrorism Database. Data analysis employs statistical
methods and social network analysis. Findings indicate that (1) the terrorist threat in the Euro-
Mediterranean region is a significant challenge, although significant intra-regional differences
are evident; (2) specific groups emerge as central actors; and (3) these groups play a crucial role

in the integration of terrorism within the region.

Keywords: Asymmetric Terrorism, Regional Security Complex, Euro-Mediterranean Security,

Quantitative Approach, Data Analysis
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BAZSO-VIGH, Vivien
Intézmény: Nemzeti Kozszolgalati Egyetem, Magyarorszag
Szarmazasi orszag: Magyarorszag

Email: vigh.vivien@uni-nke.hu

Oroszorszag geopolitikai érdekei a Foldkozi-tengeren

Az Oroszorszagi Foderacionak foldrajzi elhelyezkedésébdl adddoan jelentds hatrannyal kell
szembenéznie a tengeri terliletekre valo kijutas szempontjabol. Az orszag északi teriiletét négy
tenger hatarolja, melyek az Eszaki-sarkvidékre valé kijutast segitenék eld, azonban az Eszaki-
sarkvidék vizei az év nagy részében fagyott allapotban vannak, igy nehézkes lenne az orosz
haditengerészet kijutasa a nemzetkdzi vizekre. Oroszorszag szamara sziikséges lenne meleg
tengeri kijutasi lehet6ség, hogy a nemzetk6zi erddemonstracioban megjelenjen haditengerészeti
képessége. Ehhez azonban a jo kapcsolat kialakitdsa sziikséges €s az egyiittmikodések
eldsegitése az egyes allamokkal.

A 2022 februarjdban kezd6dd orosz-ukran invazid felerdsitette a Foldkozi-tenger stratégiai
szerepét, mivel az Ukrajnaban zajlo konfliktus a tengeren is érezhetd hatassal van jelen. A
Foldkozi-tengeren és a Fekete-tengeren nagymértékben megemelkedett az orosz flotta hajoinak
a szama, olyan szinten, hogy a hideghaboru idészakaban sem volt ekkora szamban jelen orosz
flotta a térségben. Ezen feliil a Ciprusi Koztarsasagnak nagyon jo kapcsolatai és szoros
kotelékei voltak Oroszorszdggal az 1dok soran, ugyanis torténelmileg erdsek voltak a
kapcsolatok, kiilondsen a két orszadg népeinek szintjén. Ciprus szdmadra az orosz gazfliggdség
kérdése a mai napig fennall, hiszen nagymértékben fliggnek egymastol. A masik olyan allam,
amelyet Oroszorszag kapcsan célszeri megemliteni a Mediterraneum térségében az Iran,
ugyanis az orosz-irdni kapcsolatok mély gyokerekkel rendelkeznek és a cari idészakig nytlnak
vissza. Geopolitikai €s gazdasagpolitikai szovetségeket lehet felfedezni a két allam kozott és

ezek a szovetségek Oroszorszag kozel-keleti befolyasat segitik eld.

Kulcsszavak: Geopolitika, Oroszorszag, Tengeri Hatalom, F6ldkozi-tenger, Ciprus
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Dr. DEAK, Maté

Institution: University of Pécs, Hungary
Country of origin: Hungary

Email: deak.mate@pte.hu

Spain’s Strategic Role in European Energy Supply: Challenges and Opportunities in
Diversifying Hydrocarbon Dependencies through African Oil and Gas

Spain's role in the European energy supply chain is both strategic and precarious. Highly
dependent on imported hydrocarbons, especially oil and gas, Spain faces economic
vulnerability due to fluctuations in global energy prices. Its reliance on geopolitically unstable
suppliers exacerbates this issue, posing risks to energy security. However, Spain’s geographic
proximity to North Africa offers opportunities, as the nation acts as a conduit for African oil
and gas, integrating these resources into European markets through extensive LNG terminals
and pipelines. To mitigate its dependence on unreliable sources, Spain must prioritize
diversifying its energy mix, reducing hydrocarbon reliance, and investing in renewable energy
and alternative routes. This dual approach, addressing both European supply needs and national
energy security, is crucial for Spain's economic resilience and for strengthening Europe’s

overall energy independence.

Keywords: Spain, Energy Policy, Energy Dependencies, Africa, Europe
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FODOR, Mark Joszipovics
Intézmény: Nemzeti Kozszolgalati Egyetem, Magyar Ifjusdgi Atlanti Tanacs, Magyarorszag
Szarmazasi orszag: Magyarorszag

Email: fodormarkjoszipovics@gmail.com

Az Abraham-egyezmények fenntarthatésaganak strukturalis vizsgilata

Az Abraham-egyezmények alairasakor még nem volt egyértelmii, hogy a megkotott
normalizacids megallapodasok valodi diplomaciai attorést hoztak a régidban és az arab-izraeli
konfliktusban, vagy csupan egy latvanyos, de rovid életli politikai kampanyelemnek
tekinthet6k. A megallapodéasok az eltelt idészakban komoly ,,stresszteszteknek™ lettek kitéve a
gazai konfliktusok altal, kiilonos tekintettel a 2021 majusi 0sszecsapasokra, valamint a 2023.
oktober 7-ét kdvetd regionalis haboruva eszkalalt konfliktusra. Mindezek ellenére a részes arab
allamok egyes szimbolikus ellenlépések ellenére is kitartottak Izrael Allam mellett, még ugy is,
hogy a Trump-adminisztracidnak a megallapodasok létrejottét megalapoz6d tranzakcionalista
kiilpolitikdjanak egyes elemei nem teljesiiltek. Mindez alatimasztja, hogy az Abraham-
egyezmények létrejottének hatterében az aktudlis geopolitikai (irdni-szaudi vetélkedés) és
kiilpolitikai (Trump-adminisztraci6 Izrael-barat kiilpolitikdja) kontextus mellett olyan
strukturalis okok is fennalltak — mint példaul az USA geopolitikai sulypontjanak 4thelyezddése,
a blokkosodas és konnektivitas jelenségeinek egyidejli jelenléte a régidban és mindezekbdl
fakadéan az izraeli kiilpolitikai diverzifikacidja — amelyek 4&ltal a megallapoddsok
stressztlirdnek €s fenntarthatonak bizonyultak az elmult években, akar a kevésbé megengedo,
értékalapubb és a palesztin {igy irant elkdtelezettebb Biden-adminisztracid idészaka alatt is.
Nem szabad ugyanakkor eltekinteni a megallapodasok legnagyobb kihivasatol, az ,,arab
utcatol”, hiszen a politikai ollo a pragmatikus arab elit és a tdrsadalmak kozott tovabb nyilik,
amely akar kozéptadvon egy Arab Tavaszhoz hasonld regiondlis instabilitashoz vezethet a
rezsimek ellenében. Ezen strukturdlis okok, valamint az aktudlpolitikai kontextusok
Osszehasonlitd vizsgélata alapjan attekinthetd egy szalid-arabiai normalizaciés megallapodas
realitdsa, az egyezmények palesztin-izraeli békefolyamatra gyakorolt hatdsa (figyelembe véve
a 2023-ban indult haboru kovetkezményeit) és a kozel-keleti regionalis biztonsagi komplexum
egyik alapvetd bels6é dinamikajanak a varhato tendenciai.

Kulcsszavak: Izrael, Iran, Gaza, Abrahém-egyezmények, USA
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Dr. KACZIBA, Péter
Intézmény: Pécsi Tudomanyegyetem, Magyarorszag
Szarmazasi orszag: Magyarorszag

Email: kacziba.peter@pte.hu

Konfrontaciotol az egyiittmikodésig? A Micotakisz-kormany Torokorszaggal

kapcsolatos kiilpolitikajanak fobb jellemzdi és eredményei (2019-2024)

A 2019 6ta hivatalban 16vé Uj Demokracia kormanyzat jelentdsen atalakitotta Gorogorszag
kiilpolitikajanak alapjait. A korméany Kiridkosz Micotakisz miniszterelnok vezetése alatt két
fobb irdnyvonalat jelolt ki. Egyrészt az orosz-ukrdn habort biztonsagi kockazatai miatt meg
kivanta erdsiteni Gorogorszag euroatlanti partnerségeit, amely példaul az Egyesiilt Allamokkal
¢s Franciaorszaggal kotott védelmi egyiittmiikodések elmélyitésében, valamint a gorog
hadsereg modernizalasaban és az orszag biztonsagi szerepének és 6nallo védelmi képességének
novelésében mutatkozott meg. Masrészt, a destabilizdlodd mediterran térség kihivasait
figyelembe véve vitdlis jelentOségiinek tartotta a Torokorszdggal fennalld vitds kérdések
rendezését. Utobbi érdekében a miniszterelndk a belpolitikai népszerliségvesztés aran is
hajlandésagot mutatott olyan érzékeny témak megvitatdsara, mint a tengeri hatdrok
delimitacidja és az Egei-tenger militarizaciojaval kapcsolatos kérdések.

Az eldadas egy gorog digitalis diplomaciara fokuszalo kutatas és szakértdi interjuk segitségével
kivanja feltarni a kozeledési folyamat célkitlizésit, fazisait és elsdé eredményeit. A kutatasi
eredmények ramutatnak, hogy az irdnyvaltas a kezdeti kudarcok utan javulé hangnemet
eredményezett a gorog-torok kapcsolatokban. A 2021-es év folyaman, példaul, Gorogorszag és
Torokorszag tobb targyalasi fordulot folytatott a kétoldalu kérdésekrdl, amelyek ugyan érdemi
attorést nem hoztak, de lehetdséget nytjtottak a folyamatos parbeszéd fenntartdsara. A kozos
katasztrofaelharitasi gyakorlatok, valamint a gazdasagi egytittmitkodési lehetdségek kiaknazasa
pedig tovabbi alapot teremtettek a kapcsolat enyhitésére. A politikai normalizaciora irdnyulo
torekvések részeként 2023-ban is sor keriilt magas szintii taldlkozokra, amelyek soran mindkét

fél nyitottsagot mutatott a regionalis stabilitds megdrzése érdekében.

Kulcsszavak: Gorogorszag, Torokorszag, Kiilpolitika, Rendezési Folyamat
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A Karpat-medence orszagai kozotti - népességi, gazdasagi és katonai -erdviszonyok

valtozasa az elmult hisz évben
Az elmult husz éven a Karpat-medence orszagai kozotti erdsorrend megvaltozott. A globalis
biztonsagi kornyezet kihivasai — migracio, gazdasagi valsag, konfliktusok — eltéré mértékben

érintették oket, ami befolydsolta a kozattiik 1évo erdviszonyokat.

Kulcsszavak: Népesség, GDP, Védelmi Kiadasok, Haderdk, Erdviszonyok
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Interregional Cooperation Between the European Union and Latin America in Terms of

Social Cohesion: Lessons for the Euro-Mediterranean Dialogue

Inequality and social exclusion have increased exponentially in recent decades, creating
significant obstacles to the enforcement of citizens’ rights. In this context, the European Union
(EU) has promoted the principle of social cohesion at the global level. This concept advocates
decent living conditions for all people and the strengthening of social relations within a society.
Given that regions such as the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America have some
of the highest rates of inequality, their cooperation with the EU to address this problem has
become crucial. In particular, the relationship between the EU and Latin America is a case of
special interest due to their longstanding commitment to fostering social cohesion through
initiatives such as Eurosocial. This research aims to draw lessons from the EU-Latin America
cooperation that can inform Euro-Mediterranean dialogue, especially within the Union for the
Mediterranean, in terms of social cohesion. By analyzing Eurosocial’s achievements and
methods, this study aims to identify valuable insights and strategies on how this program has
built resilience to continue its operations despite broader challenges existing in the EU-Latin
America relationship. These findings contribute to understanding how regional partnerships can

strengthen social cohesion, providing a model for other EU-led initiatives.

Keywords: Cooperation, Social Cohesion, European Union, Latin America, Euro-

Mediterranean Dialogue
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After a Failure; Why is Afghanistan Still on the EU's Radar Screen?

Although the Western-led peace and state-building process ended with the Taliban takeover in
2021, with the parallel withdrawal of Western states and organisations from the country, the
European Union was the first - and so far only - Western presence in the country.

In addition to humanitarian and human rights considerations, the EU is present in the country
and maintains limited contacts with the de facto authorities, both to reduce security risks and to
prevent a complete breakdown of political relations in the region.

The presentation will seek to answer the question of why the European Union continues to
attach importance to the Central Asian state, what new tasks and challenges the EU faces in

Afghanistan, and what opportunities its relationship with Taliban-led Afghanistan could create.

Keywords: EU Delegation to Afghanistan, EU Political Relations, Humanitarian Aid, Taliban
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The Egypt - Ethiopia River Nile Proxy Wars in North and Horn of Africa

Ethiopia is known as “Africa's water tower” because of the extraordinary precipitation volumes
that land on its northern, central, and southern highlands. The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam (GERD) is Africa's biggest infrastructure project, and it has been controversial since its
launch in April 2011, completion and filling in 2023. There has been a long-standing conflict
over water rights among the riparian countries of the Eastern Nile Basin (Egypt, Sudan and
Ethiopia). The dispute escalated in 2011 when Ethiopia began construction of a major new dam,
in the absence of any agreement with downstream Egypt. As stipulated by an Agreement of
1959, which was asymmetrical and in favour of Egypt. The unilateral decision, which was taken
by Ethiopia, since it never recognised the 1959 agreement but had previously not been able to
challenge it in fact - to build the GERD represents a major political challenge to the 1959
Agreement. It signified that Egypt’s de facto veto power on major upstream dams has been
broken, and it clearly demonstrated the political will of Ethiopia to develop its water
infrastructure as driven by its growing population and high demand for socio-economic
development. This paper seeks to explain hostilities, military alignments and realignments as
Egypt seeks to counter Ethiopia geopolitically in the Horn of Africa. It also seeks to explain the

role the international community in de-escalating the tensions.

Keywords: Water, Nile River, Hostilities, Proxy Wars
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Policy Toolkit for Improving the Competitiveness of the Euro-Mediterranean Region

The countries participating in the Barcelona Process are important partners of the European
Union, both in geopolitical and economic terms. A significant part of their foreign trade is
conducted with the countries of the European continent. The development of the countries of
the Mediterranean region offers mutual benefits to the European Union economies connected
with them, and there is also significant potential in the development of internal trade. The
improvement of the international competitiveness of the Euro-Mediterranean region is therefore
of multifaceted common interest. The development of free trade is widely regulated by the
concluded free trade agreements, however, a growing number of non-trade barriers and the
underdevelopment of the infrastructure hinder their practical implementation, especially in the
less developed countries of the region, for which there is currently no comprehensive plan to
eliminate.

The study takes into account the economic and political conditions and factors that can play a
role in the permanent improvement of the competitiveness of the region, with particular regard
to the less developed countries, as well as the strengthening of economic and political relations
between the countries of the region. The methodology used during the investigation is based on
the examination of potential breakout points that can be detected with the help of
competitiveness metrics and a result-oriented comparative analysis of the relevant policies. The
results of the investigation are policy proposals for the development of the local economy,
human capital and innovation ecosystem, as well as proposals for increasing economic and

political cohesion within the region.

Keywords: Euro-Mediterranean Region, Breakout Points, Non-trade Barriers, Innovation

Ecosystem, Human Capital Development
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EBESZ-Mediterran Partnerek: régi-uj parbeszéd

Megvaltozott vilagunk régi-uj kihivasai, illetve azoknak fokozodé intenzitasa megkoveteli az
ujfajta gondolkodast, megkozelitést a megoldasokat illetéen. Régi-uj kulcssz6 marad azonban
az egyluttmikddés, szolidaritas és a partnerség - igy van ez az Europai Biztonsagi ¢€s
Egytittmiikodési Szervezet esetében is a Mediterran Partnerség az Egyiittmitkddésért keretein
beliil is.

Az eléadas annak ered nyomaba, hogy ezen egylittmiikddési platformon keresztiil melyek azok
a megel6zési feladatok és fejlesztési modellek, amelyek napjainkban, féleg a jarvany miatt,
megvaldsithatd feladatok, illetve fenntarthato fejlesztések maradnak. Ez ugyanis a biztonsag
garanciaja tavol és kozel. Ehhez pedig sok egyéb moddszer, illetve eszkdz mellett alkalmas régi-

Uj eszkdz a parbeszéd, s azon alapuld multilateralizmus egyarant.

Kulcsszavak: Eurdpai Biztonsag, Régi-uj Kihivasok, Egyiittmi{ikodés, EBESZ, Mediterran
Partnerség az Egytittmiikodésért
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The Role of the Kurdistan Region in the Euro-Mediterranean Security Landscape

Located in the heart of the Zagros Mountains, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) occupies a
position of significant geopolitical importance at the intersection of Middle Eastern and
European interests. Over the past decade, it has emerged as a vital player in regional security,
serving as a safe haven for refugees and internally displaced people while also contributing to
counterterrorism efforts. KRI significant role in fighting against terrorism especially Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) was a turning point for KRI to show the world the capability and
determination for bringing the security and stability factor for the region. Their strategic role in
collaboration and cooperation with the USA and NATO countries in fighting against ISIS
demonstrates the importance of non-state actors in broader security framework. This
presentation examines significance geopolitical importance of the KRI with focus on the
strengthening their relationship with Western partner and balancing between neighbors'
countries of Iran and Turkey. It also explores KRI's internal challenges including political
tension and external threats such as extremist groups. Lastly, it explores the Kurdistan
humanitarian efforts in parallel efforts of Euro-Mediterranean region's priority of controlling
mass migration. The Kurdistan Region critical lessons during past decade present in this
research present a better understanding of the evolving dynamics of the Euro-Mediterranean

security environment.

Keywords: Kurdistan Region, Non-State Actor, Counterterrorism, Euro-Mediterranean

Security, ISIS
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Remittances to LMIC Countries

For LMIC countries, remittances represent a more significant source of external funding than
foreign direct investment (FDI) or official development assistance (ODA). Since 2015,
remittances have been the primary foreign economic stimulus for LMIC countries. Several
factors influenced the global increase in remittances toward LMIC countries in 2023. The
easing of COVID-19 restrictions opened up more job opportunities for incoming migrants,
although rising prices generally had a negative impact on remittance levels. This picture is
nuanced: exchange rate fluctuations positively influenced the ruble and dollar conversion rates
for remittances sent to Central Asia and the South Caucasus, while fluctuations in the dollar and
euro exchange rates had a negative impact on remittances to North Africa. Due to exchange rate
fluctuations, traceable remittances decreased, as workers abroad sought alternative ways to
remit their income. Remittances have become the primary source of funding for LMIC
countries, exceeding foreign direct investments (FDI) by $250 million. A 2.1% growth in the
MENA region is expected in 2024, partly due to an increase in remittances to Egypt. In 2023,
remittances to LMIC countries grew by 3.8%, reaching approximately $670 billion, with this
figure anticipated to reach $690 billion in 2024. Since 2009, remittances have accounted for the
largest portion of external funding for developing MENA countries, representing 60% of total
financial flows in 2022—well above ODA and FDI combined. My research aims to lay the
groundwork for examining remittances to Lebanon, as the ongoing Middle Eastern conflict is

likely to impact Lebanese remittances.

Keywords: Remittances, Middle East, MENA, Lebanon, Funding
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NATO's Southern Neighbourhood Partnership Initiatives After the Washington Summit

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization celebrated the 75th anniversary of its foundation in
Washington. The Summit addressed the further strengthening of the defence of the Eastern
flank, the Russian Federation as the most significant and direct threat to NATO, the defence
budget status of the member countries, cooperation with Asia-Pacific partners, the systemic
challenge posed by China, but the most important topic was support for Ukraine. In addition,
NATO’s structured partnership initiatives and related anniversaries were almost entirely
overshadowed. The Partnership for Peace and the Mediterranean Dialogue celebrated their 30th
anniversary, while the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative celebrated its 20th anniversary. NATO
also closely monitors the challenges in the South, and after the Vilnius Summit in July 2023,
Secretary General Stoltenberg tasked a group of independent experts to analyze and make
recommendations on threats and challenges in the South (Middle East, North Africa, Sahel).
The presentation will focus on developments in NATO’s strategic cooperation and dialogue

with the Southern Neighbourhood.

Keywords: Washington Summit, Mediterranean Dialogue, Istanbul Cooperation Initiative,

Strategic Partnership, NATO Liaison Office
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e rer

kommunikacioban

Az EU Kkiiliigyi jelenlétének alapkdve az EU emberi jogokkal kapcsolatos kiildetése. Ennek

crer

azonban, hogy az EU e teriiletre vonatkoz6é kommunikécidjaban szamtalan kovetkezetlenség
van. A jelen el6adés a Torokorszag felé¢ kozvetitett izenetekben rejld kétértelmiiségekre kivan

ravilagitani.

Kulcesszavak: Emberi Jogi Diplomacia, EU, Torokorszag
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Hogyan hatott az ukrajnai haboru az Afrikabol érkezé irregularis migraciora?

Esettanulmany az ECOWAS térségrol

A 2022 februarjaban kezdodott ukrajnai habortinak foldrajzilag tavoli helyeken is voltak
kovetkezményei. Az egyik ilyen érintett helyszin Afrika volt. A kontinens a
¢lelmiszerbiztonsaga tobb tényezotdl is fiigg, igy a két kiemelkedd exportdr orszag,
Oroszorszag ¢és Ukrajna kozotti habort sulyos kovetkezményekkel jart. Az ECOWAS régiot
valasztottuk esettanulmanyként annak elemzésére, hogy az ukrajnai habori hogyan
befolyasolta az Afrikabol az Eurdpai Unio felé iranyul6 irregularis migraciot. A kdzelmultbeli
nyugat-afrikai puccsok ravilagitottak a régid torékenységére is, ami miatt érzékenyebbek az
olyan kiils6é megrazkodtatdsokra, mint a fegyveres konfliktusok, még ha azok olyan tavoliak is,
mint az ukrajnai haboru. Kiilondsen azért, mert a Szahel-Ovezet allamai olyan Osszetett
valsagokkal is kiizdenek, mint az élelmiszerhiany. A kutatds a push és pull modell elméleti
keretét hasznalja azoknak a tényezdknek az elemzésére, amelyek hozzajarulhatnak a régiobol

torténd irregularis migracidhoz.

Kulcsszavak: Nyugat-Afrika, ECOWAS, Szédhel, Irregularis Migraci6, Habora Ukrajnaban,

Elelmiszerbiztonsag
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Spanyolorszag migracios folyamatai a dél-amerikai politikai valtozasok fiiggvényében

Spanyolorszag a dél-amerikai orszagok kedvelt kivandorléasi célorszaga volt, elsdsorban a
2000-es évek elejétdl. A tendencia a 2008-as gazdasagi valsaggal valtozott meg, amikor elindult
egy visszavandorlasi hullam, illetve a régioban €lok Dél-Amerikan beliil kezdtek vandorolni.
Spanyolorszagba, ugyanakkor az afrikai orszagokbol, elsésorban Marokkobol is nagy szdmu
bevandorld érkezik, szdmos alkalommal okoztak mér migracids krizist, példaul a Kanari-
szigeteken, vagy Spanyolorszag észak-afrikai enklavéjaba, Ceutaban. 2021 majusaban jelent
meg ,,Spanyolorszag 2050 stratégiai koncepcioja, amely a migracioval kapcsolatban a legalis
migraci6 0sztonzését és évi 190 ezer képzett bevandorlo befogadésat tlizte ki célul. A migracid
¢lénkitésével az eloregedd spanyol tarsadalom demografiai egyenstlydnak megtartasat, a
nyugdijrendszer fenntartasat, valamint a gazdasdg fellenditését kivanjak elérni.
Spanyolorszagnak, tehat mindenképp sziiksége van a bevandorlokra, de mig az afrikai
orszagokbdl érkezd migransok érkezését korlatozza, addig a latin-amerikai orszagok lakosait
szamos 0sztonzd programmal segiti. Az eldadas harom fontos kérdésre keresi a valaszt: 1.
Spanyolorszag miért és milyen eszkozokkel Osztonzi a dél-amerikaiak bevandorlasat? 2.
Milyen politikai valtozasok és biztonsagi kihivasok allnak a dél-amerikai migraci6d ismételt
Spanyolorszagban? A rendelkezésre 4ll6 statisztikdk mdasodelemzése, a politikai valtozdsok
figyelembevételével lehetévé teszik a jelenlegi tendencidk, a migracidoval kapcsolatos

kihivasok, €s a jovdbeli szcenariok elemzését.

Kulcsszavak: Spanyolorszag, migracid, Dél-Amerika, integracio, afrikai migracio
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Artificial Intelligence-related Policy Developments in the Mediterranean Region

Mediterranean countries are increasingly developing their national-level artificial intelligence
(AI) strategies and become prominent members of the Al policy development initiatives. This
paper provides a comparative analysis of the strategy development processes in five
Mediterranean countries, including Italy, Spain, Greece, France, Portugal. The quantitative
analysis draws on data from the OECD Al Policy Observatory alongside other databases, while
the qualitative analysis is based on a document review of the respective national strategies. The
findings reveal diverse approaches among these countries in formulating their national
strategies, yet all have integrated their AI initiatives within broader national digital
transformation agendas. The results indicate that most countries in the study align their Al

policies with the OECD Al principles.

Keywords: Mediterranean Countries, Artificial Intelligence, Strategy Analysis, Al Policy

Developments
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Cybersecurity Preparedness of Mediterranean Countries - a Comparative Analysis

This presentation explores recent developments in cybersecurity in the Mediterranean region,
focusing on France, Italy, Spain, and Portugal. As EU member states, these countries are
required to align their national cybersecurity strategies and capabilities with the EU framework.
The primary aim of this comparative analysis is to map the current cybersecurity landscape in
these nations, examining challenges, national regulations, and recent initiatives. Additionally,
the study highlights each country's contributions to the EU’s cybersecurity goals and its digital
strategic autonomy agenda. A mixed-methods approach underpins the analysis: quantitative
data from sources like the National Cybersecurity Index and Statista inform the comparison of
current conditions, while document and strategy analysis assess legislative alignment between
these nations and the EU. Further insights are drawn from country-specific reports on
cybersecurity issues. The anticipated results will illustrate each country’s current cybersecurity

capabilities, emphasizing their roles in advancing the EU’s digital strategic autonomy concept.

Keywords: Mediterranean Countries, Cyber Policy, Digital Strategic Autonomy, Strategy
Analysis
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