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Abstract: This presentation explores the extent to which Britain’s and Colombia’s privileged bilateral relation-
ship with the United States influenced their respective journey through the European Community/Union and
the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR). The Anglo-American Special Relationship (AASR) was com-
patible with British participation in the European single market, but not with adherence to the monetary union
or to a “European Europe” in security-defense. Projects of the Colombo-American Relationship (CAR) under
Obama-Santos - such as the triangular cooperation (to export Colombian military expertise to Central America
with U.S. co-financing) and “global partnership”with NATO - attracted the Colombian political-military elite,
downscaling UNASUR's relevance “collaterally.” A role for UNASUR, complementary to the Organization of
American States (OAS), in South American conflict resolution seemed compatible with a liberal CAR, but not
with a neoconservative one. Conflict - implicit between nested organizations - surfaced between the OAS and
UNASUR, but remained dormant between NATO and the EU’s Common Security and Defense Policy, allow-
ing for a lopsided complementation. The AASR and the CAR, with their close military association, appeared
to nurture in Britain and Colombia a self-perception of being superior to their neighbors in security-defense.
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Abstract in Spanish or Hungarian (Presentation Language)

Resumen: Esta ponencia explora, como influyeron las privilegiadas relaciones bilaterales de Gran Bretaia (GB)
y Colombia con Estados Unidos sobre sus respectivas travesias por la Comunidad/Unién Europea y la Unidn
de Naciones Suramericanas (UNASUR). La relacioén especial angloamericana (REAA) era compatible con la
participacion britanica en el mercado tnico europeo, pero no con una adhesion a la unién monetaria o a una
“Europa europea”de seguridad-defensa. Proyectos de la relacién colombo-americana (RCA) Obama-Santos,
como la cooperacion triangulada (exportando experticia militar colombiana a Centroamérica con cofinan-
ciacién estadounidense) y la “asociacién global’con la OTAN, atrajeron a la élite politico-militar colombiana,
restando relevancia a la UNASUR “colateralmente”. Un papel de la UNASUR, complementario a la Organi-
zacion de Estados Americanos (OEA), para resolver conflictos en Suramérica parecia compatible con la RCA
liberal, pero no con la neoconservadora. El conflicto - implicito entre organizaciones anidadas - brot6 entre la
OEA y la UNASUR, pero permaneci6 latente entre la OTAN y la Politica Comunitaria de Seguridad y Defensa,
permitiendo una complementacion sesgada. La REAA y la RCA - con su estrecha asociacion militar - parecian
nutrir en GB y Colombia una autopercepcion de ser superiores a sus vecinos en seguridad-defensa.
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